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Our Statement of Purpose 

The Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies 
(CAEFS) works to address the persistent ways in 
which women and gender-diverse people impacted 
by criminalization are denied humanity and 
excluded from community.



Where we are coming from… 
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Criminalized women & gender-
diverse people 

 CAEFS work is driven by and in collaboration with 
people who experience incarceration or are at risk of 
being incarcerated.

 Criminalized women and gender-diverse people 
are involved in our network in a number of 
different capacities, including as part of our national 
office team, board, advocates, and as executive 
directors of Local Elizabeth Fry Societies.



Centering Humanity in Language 
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Our Vision 
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Who is responsible for reducing recidivism?

•

•
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Framework to Reduce Recidivism



The Bill

Received royal 
assent on June 29, 

2021

Private members 
bill introduced by 

MP Bragdon


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FFRR Pillars

Housing Employment Education Health
Positive 
Support 
Network



Applying the Framework



Source: Kish, N (2022) “They are not a threat to public safety; public safety is a threat to them: A qualitative exploration of structural barriers to community re-entry imposed by conditions of release” 



After-Incarceration
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Pre-Incarceration 
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During Incarceration 

Planning for release, 
from the beginning 

 Employment Work-releases, community 
capacity building, fair wages

 Education  Access to computers and the internet

 Health  Physical care that goes beyond basics, 
mental health care

 Positive Support Network  Getting people out –
not just bringing people in, Conflict resolution and 
dignity

 Housing  Earliest possible dates



What is missing? 



Social and Economic Influences on Health
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Stay Connected

@CAEFS_ACSEF

@CAEFS_ACSEF

facebook.com/CAEFSACSEF

www.caefs.ca
Emilie: ecoyle@caefs.ca
Jackie: jomstead@caefs.ca


