
The Meaning of Life for Those 
Convicted of Second Degree

Murder in Canada

Debra Parkes
Peter A. Allard School of Law, University of British Columbia

September 30, 2022



A Growing Population of Lifers

• 27% of those in-custody on a life 
or indeterminate sentence are 
Indigenous

• 38% of women admitted to 
prison for life from 2010-2020 
were Indigenous

• 88% of life or indeterminate 
sentences are for murder
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Parole Ineligibility Periods 
Set by Courts



Parole Ineligibility Periods Set by Judges







Parole Eligibility 
and Timing of Release
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